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Swine flu could hit up to 40 percent in US

AP — FILE - This Oct. 5, 2007 file photo shows
a nurse filling a syringe with a flu vaccination at
a CVS pharmacy ...
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By MIKE STOBBE, AP Medical Writer — Fri Jul 24, 5:48 pm ET

ATLANTA — In a disturbing new projection, health officials say up to 40
percent of Americans could get swine flu this year and next and
several hundred thousand could die without a successful vaccine
campaign and other measures.

The estimates by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are
roughly twice the number of those who catch flu in a normal season
and add greater weight to hurried efforts to get a new vaccine ready for
the fall flu season.

Swine flu has already hit the United States harder than any other
nation, but it has struck something of a glancing blow that's more
surprising than devastating. The virus has killed about 300 Americans
and experts believe it has sickened more than 1 million, comparable to
a seasonal flu with the weird ability to keep spreading in the summer.

Health officials say flu cases may explode in the fall, when schools
open and become germ factories, and the new estimates dramatize the
need to have vaccines and other measures in place.

A world health official said the first vaccines are expected in
September and October. The United States expects to begin testing on
some volunteers in August, with 160 million doses ready in October.

The CDC came up with the new projections for the virus' spread last

month, but it was first disclosed in an interview this week with The
Associated Press.

nearly 70,000 in the United States but was not as severe as the
infamous Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-19. The number of deaths and

illnesses from the new swine flu virus would drop if the pandemic peters out or if efforts to slow its spread are
successful, said CDC spokesman Tom Skinner.

officials might urge measures such as avoiding crowded places, handwashing, cough covering and timely use

of medicines like Tamiflu.

Because so many more people are expected to catch the new flu, the number of deaths over two years could
range from 90,000 to several hundred thousand, the CDC calculated. Again, that is if a new vaccine and other

efforts fail.

In a normal flu season, about 36,000 people die from flu and its complications, according to the American
Medical Association. That too is an estimate, because death certificates don't typically list flu as a cause of
death. Instead, they attribute a fatality to pneumonia or other complications.

tp://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090724/ap_on_he_me/us_med_swine_flu

US Navy warns of increased pirate activity

Indian court finds 3 guilty in 2003 Mumbai
bombing

Report: 22 die in flooding in southwestern China

Taiwan, China leaders exchange 1st direct
messages

Senate warns against concessions on nuclear
treaty

16 shot in Baltimore, including 12 at cookout

Oil rises above $68 as rally extends to third week

More Top Stories »

DVERTISEMENT

LIGHT YOUR WAY TO
ENERGY SAVINGS!

SAVE 40%

on energy efficient
- CFL light bulbs.

} PRINT COUPON

B .-

sponsored links

Swine Flu Questions?

FREE medical information from expert
physicians.

www.VideoMD.com

swine flu vaccine

Read our coverage on the Swine Flu and its
impact on global economy.
bx.Businessweek.com/swine-flu

5,000 / Month At Home

Read how | make $5,000/Mo working 20 hrs a
week at home (more) ....
www.easyincomeblog.com

Featured

The Week in Photos
Devotees gather to watch the
longest solar eclipse of the 21st
century.

Tour de France

7127/200



wine flu could hit up to 40 percent in US - Y ahoo! News

Influenza is notoriously hard to predict, and some experts have shied away from a forecast. At a CDC swine
flu briefing Friday, one official declined to answer repeated questions about her agency's own estimate.

"I don't think that influenza and its behavior in the population lends itself very well to these kinds of models,"
said the official, Dr. Anne Schuchat, who oversees the CDC's flu vaccination programs.

The World Health Organization says as many as 2 billion people could become infected in the next two years
— nearly a third of the world population. The estimates look at potential impacts in a two-year period because
past flu pandemics have occurred in waves over more than one year.

Swine flu has been an escalating concern in Britain and some other European nations, where the virus' late
arrival has grabbed attention and some officials at times have sounded alarmed.

In an interview Friday, the WHO's flu chief told the AP the global epidemic is still in its early stages.

"Even if we have hundreds of thousands of cases or a few millions of cases ... we're relatively early in the
pandemic," Keiji Fukuda said at WHO headquarters in Geneva.

The first vaccines are expected in September and October, Fukuda said. Other vaccines won't be ready until

First identified in April, swine flu has likely infected more than 1 million Americans, the CDC believes, with
many of those suffering mild cases never reported. There have been 302 deaths and nearly 44,000 laboratory
-identified cases, according to numbers released Friday morning.

Because the swine flu virus is new, most people haven't developed an immunity to it. So far, most of those
who have died from it in the United States have had other health problems, such as asthma.

The virus has caused an unusual number of serious illnesses in teens and young adults; seasonal flu usually
is toughest on the elderly and very young children.

Associated Press writer Frank Jordans in Geneva contributed to this report.

Related Searches: flu shots cdc flu season
Buzz up! 508 votes Send Share Print
More...

Video: Weight Loss in a Pill ABC News
Health Video: Health reform Australia 7 News

Health Video: Health Alert: New Sunscreen Labels CBS
3 Philadelphia

Most Blogged - Health Elsewhere on the Web

Op-Ed Columnist: An Incoherent ABC News: Climbing Injuries Are
Truth Opinion - International Herald Going Up

Tribune — Sun Jul 26, 8:27 pm EDT i
P NPR: Contaminated Food: A More

Blogs About This Story (7) Watchful Eye Needed
Reach of Subsidies Is Critical HealthDay: Pregnancy, STDs on
Issue for Health Plan New York the Rise Again Among U.S. Teens

Times — Sun Jul 26, 7:50 pm EDT
Blogs About This Story (6)
Pelosi Vows Passage of Health-

Care Overhaul washington Post —
Sun Jul 26, 6:44 pm EDT

Blogs About This Story (5)

Photo Highlight

tp://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090724/ap_on_he_melus_med swine flu

Page 2 of

/& View photos of Lance Armstrong's
4 return to cycling's big race.

Updates Manage My Updates

My Connections Everyone

Sign In

to see what your Connections are up
to on Yahoo! News.

New User? Sign Up

Yesterday

Richi buzzed up: Gates, race, and 'driving
while black' (The Christian Science Monitor)
4:19 am

Is buzzed up: US hopes China talks spur
economic recovery, jobs (AP)4:18 am

ewissac buzzed up: Gates says it's time to
£ ‘move on' from his arrest (AP)4:18 am

silin buzzed up: US hopes China talks spur
economic recovery, jobs (AP)4:18 am

stanb buzzed up: Gates says it's time to
‘move on' from his arrest (AP)4:18 am

Health Video
Health Alert: New Chritsmas in July
Sunscreen Labels parade for dying girl
CBS 3 Philadelphia 11 News Houston
More Health Video »
Education

Hottest Careers in Healthcare
See all the opportunities for a
great career in the fastest

/ growing industry in the US.

Healthcare is #1

€ See top schools offering
[ programs in the largest growing
“ha. industry in the US.

Health

Search Health

Diagnosed at a Younger Age—
Why It's Harder

A diagnosis of breast cancer can
create anxiety in ...

Is Tylenol Safe? Yes, Very

7127/200



wine flu could hit up to 40 percent in US - Y ahoo! News

Subscribe

Add headlines to your personalized My
Yahoo! page (About My Yahoo! and
RSS)

Health - AP
Add to My Yahoo!

More News Feeds »

Alerts

Get an alert when there are new stories
about:

[] flu shots
] coc
[] flu season
Add Selected Alerts

View More Alerts »

Also on Yahoo! News

Today in History

Obituaries

Corrections

News by Region (Yahoo! Directory)
Yahoo! News & Media Sites

Home U.S. Business

NEWS SERVICES

World

Daily Features

Photo Highlight Slideshow

Clowns wait at the entrance of the
Basilica of Guadalupe in Mexico City. AP
Photo/Eduardo Verdugo

More Photos and Slideshow »

All Comics »

Opinions & Editorials: Diverse views on
news from the right, left, and center.

All Opinion »

The
Weather
Channel

»» > Download'
MNow For Fr

Storm Alerts ;;-1 o
and Radar on your Desktop -

Entertainment Sports Tech Politics Science Health

RSS News Alerts  Weather Alerts  Add Yahoo! Headlines to Your Site

Travel

Page 3 of

Recently the FDA has called into question
the safety ...

Stay Slim on Vacation

Luckily, there are a few wise ways to
stay ...

More from Yahoo! Health »

N OU nead L
& MEDICAL AARM?

Medical € =
Guardia
CLICK HERE TO REQUEST A BROCHURE

Most Popular Odd News Opinion

Site Map Help Feedback

Copyright © 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained in the AP News report may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without the prior written

authority of The Associated Press.

Copyright © 2009 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved. Questions or Comments  Privacy Policy  Terms of Service ~ Copyright/IP Policy

tp://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090724/ap_on_he_melus_med swine flu

7127/200



